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My Youxs FamNDS! 

14 HE very ſerious events which have juſt now 
£ taken place amongſt us, muſt alarm every one 
who has any regard for the welfare of his country, 
or good wiſhes: towards the deluded people them- 
{clves, who were concerned in the late Riors: but 
young minds like yours receive ſtronger impreſli- 
ons, and are more aftected with ſuch uncommon 

appearances than older people ; at the ſame time, 
for ant of that expericnce which ſhould aecompa- 
ny riper years, you are more likely to be miſled in 
judging of the part you ought to take when fuck 
violent meaſures are in agitation.— This difficulty 
of knowing what to decide upon, and the danger 
of judging and acting wrong, are greatly increaſed 
not only by the unſettled ſtate ol the mind in the 
midft of riot and tumult, but more particularly by 
lecing your friends, your relations, and perhaps 
even your parents, to whom you have always 
looked up ſor advice and direction, taking the 
moſt active part in theſe diſtii bances. 

[ therefore, addreſs myſelf particularly te 
you, becauſe hen you are placed in theſe un- 
happy circumſlances, ſeeing thoſe who have ted 
and protected you from your inſuncy very 
forward in promoting ſuch diſorders, it is not to 
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[ 4 
be wondered at that you 10 approve their 


actions, and be prepared yourſelves to follow their 
example upon any future occaſion : but though 
this may be the frame and temper of your minds 
in the preſent moment, whilſt you believe that the 
conduct of your friends has been right, yet if L am 
happy enough to convince you that, notwith- 
Randing ſuch appearances, they have been miſla- 
ken, } have little doubt, from the general good 
diſpoſtion of youth, but you will change your 
ſenuments, and acknowledge that the late tumul- 
tuous proceedings were contrary to their own and 
your real interefis.—lt is of the laſt importance to 
You, who are juſt entering into liſe, to think upon 
this ſubject with great ſeriouſneſs, 
The evils complained of, and which, it is pre- 
tended, the tumults were to remedy, are if I am 
rightly informed, _ 
2 1. The Dearneſs of provilions ; 
Ihe great number of Dealers in thoſe provi- 
ſions ; 
hat no relief is given to the Poor by their 
rich neighbours, unleſs the former rife 1 in 
a body to demand it. 

With reſpect to the firſt evil, 7 he dearnefs of pro- 
viſions, it is admitted that proviſions are dear; but 
before any cenſure and abuſe is on this account of- 

fercd to people who may be as innocent as ourſelves, 
we ought firſt to enquire if the hand of providence 
is not viſible, to all who will fee it, in this diſpen- 
{ation ; and ſurely that conſideration may be ſuffi- 
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cient to [top the molt Nig JEL and induce him 
to bear with becoming patience his [hare of the 
public calamity, and ſubmit quietly to the will of 
heaven, leſt he be found fighting againſt his maker. 
Let us then cooly examine into the cauſes of this 
ſcarcity of proviſions, and ho we can belt alle- 
viate a diſtrels which no human power may. be 
able enurcly to remove. 

It is well known, the weather was ſo W 80 
vorable the laſt ſeaſon, that the Farmer with dif- 
hculty got his feed into the ground, and the fol- 
lowing Cold, and the l continual Rains, 
ren lered the crops ſo ſinall as ſcarcely to pay him 
for that ſeed and his own labour: we all know 
likewiſe, that the harveſt was ſo late, and ſo wet, 
that nearly half of that ſmall, crop was ſpoiled 
before it could be got into the barn.—What can 
we expect from the farmer in theſe circumſlances ? 
He mull raiſe the price of the produce of his lauds, 
or he can neither maintain his family nor pay his 
rents, that is, he mull be ruined. Is it realoaable 
then to exped, when the ſealons have been ſo 
unfavorable, and the earth has not yielded her 
wonted ſupply of corn and other'proviſiuns, that, 
the farmer only ſhould ſuffer, and the manufactu- 
rer ſhield himfelf by violence from bearing his 
ſhare of the public calamity ?, | 
lt is an unhappy circumltance there mould, 


in times of ſcarcity eſpecially, be ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable antipathy between the growers and con- 


ſumers of proviſions, that one party will icarcely 
A3 hear 
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hear a word in favour . without accul- 
ing him who offers it, of too much partiality : but 
as there is ſuch a natural connection between them 
that one cannot ſubſiſt without the other, it would 
be very deſirable to have theſe prejudices removed, 
and it mult argue a want of fairneſs in us if we 
do not conſider the farmers fituation in this caſe as 


though it were our own. For theſe reaſons, I ſhall 


make no apology for laying a word or two more 
in their behalf. RY 
The farmer muſt be ſuppoſed to enter upon his 


uſeful employment with the fame views as the 


tradefman does upon his bufineſs.—He means 10 
rovide a comfortable ſubſiſtence for himſelf and 
is family, and ſurely every labourer is worthy of 

his hire; but if he is compelled to fell the produce 

of his farm at the fame price when the badneſs of 


the ſeaſon prevents him from getting more than 


half the uſual crop from his land, though he pays 
for getting it the ſame, or a greater expence than 
he does when the feafons are more plentiful, his 
caſe would be hard indeed! no perſon would be 
found to till the land upon thoſe 12 


ſeverely as by the farmer? 
Let me now intreat you to look back for a mo- 


acts 
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| reaſonable con- 
ditions ; and would nat the conſequences of the 
ground lying untilled be felt by us as ſoon and as 


ment, and refject coolly, upon the late violent pro- 
ceedings. Can you think that they were the like- 
| heft means of relieving you under your preſent 
|| diſtreſs, Will riot and tumult, accompanied with 
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acts of injuſtice, incline providenee to be more 


bountiful to us in the next ſeaſom ? Or will the 


forcibly ſeizing proviſions brought to but 
markets induce the farmers to ſupply 


for the future? You cannot think it will. Theſe 
certainly are not the proper means to redreſs the 


grievances complained of, arid as the corn groen 


in our own neighbourhood is not at all ſufficient 
for out wants, we ſhould at leaſt t thoſe, 
who ſupflly us with this and other neceſſirtes of 
life from diſtam parts; to do it with fafety to theit 
perſons and nel. rties] It is indeed happy for 
them and us; that we live under the fame equal 
laws; which muſt and will protect botli from the 
violence offered by ecittier; 

| fay the laws Müs r protect i bbtk, for If it oh 
not fo, thete would be an end of all government, 
an end of the ſtate No man could be ſecure in 
the enjoyment of the fraits of his labour for a 
hngte day. No man thefefore wonld labour, but 
the ſlronger would rob and murder the weaker, 
till the kingdom was filled witty rapme and vio- 
tence, and every man afraid to meet his neigh- 
bour. The land would be untilled; for who 
would plough or ſow without the hopes of reaping. 
for himſe lt, and being 1 his property: 


famne, and its companion peſtilence, muſt fol- 


tow, and {weep the miſerable remains of the peo 


ple who had not murdered. one another, into an 
untimely grave, the kingdom: indelf falling a NN | 


to ſome foreign invader. 


them beitet 
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Theſe, my friends and neighbouts, would be 


the inevitable conſequences of ſuch proceedings as 
Have lately happened amongſt us, if our: fore- 
- Gathers. had not wiſely provided - means of putting 
a\llop to them, If vou do not know: what theſe 
means are, I will inform you, in as few words as 
I am able. When the juſtices of the peace, or 
other civil magiltrates, are informed of. a riot, 
it is their indiſpenſible duty to uſe all lawful means 
for. putting the ſpcedieſt end to it. For which 
Purpole they ,are authorized to preſs into this 
| dervice. every man, or body of men, they find 
neceſſary, ſoldiers as well as others; and when 
the ſoldiers are fo engaged in the 3 of the 
civil magiltrate, it is not the war-office as ſome 
have erroneouſly ſuppoſed; that has a power to 
give the ſoldiers orders reſpecting their firing, 
nor even the officers themſelves belonging to the 
xegiments called in, but this power is by our 
excellent conſlitution, given to the civil magit- 
trates ; tis they and they alone who have the 
whole authority in; theſe caſes; they mult give the 
word of command to the military ofhcers, and 
then the officers give that word of command to 
the men. 
Such were the wiſe and neceſſary 8 
eſlabliſhed by our forefathers, and I with you ſe- 
riouſly to taink of them, that you may be con- 
vinced of the folly, as well with reſpect to your- 
{elves as the public, of reſiſting that power in the 
firſt inſtance, which malt, in the end prevail. If 


any 
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any one doubts of this, I call upon him to name 


a time or place, in this or any other civilized na- 
tion, where a tumultuous rifing of the people, 
obltinately refuſing to diſperſe; has not been 
quelled either by "the civil or military powers 


of the ſtate. It is indeed impoſſible, from the na- 


tare of things, that it ſhould be otherwiſe; for if 


order and obedience to the laws could not be re- 
ſtored, there mult be an end of that community. 


And here I cannot help oblerving, that if you 


conſider the behaviour of the magiſtrates and mili- 
tary officers upon the late unhappy occalion, 

how they bore every inſult and abuſe, and. 
could not be provoked to order the military to fire, 


by which great numbers muſt have fallen, and 


wany of you now been mourning the loſs of 
your parents, brothers, and friends; but leſt the 


guilty perſons to the quiet axon of that law 
againit which they had offended ; I am ſure you 


& Þ 


ach think their Free Ir and humanity deferve 


ing of the lighe!l praile. 


1 would now open to your view the means 


which are taking to alleviate the dillrelles ariſing 
from thts [carcity of provilions. 


The mot 6Lvious and efctual is the opening of 


our ſea ports for the importation of foreign grain, 


which will give clle& to the fub{cripuons now railing 
lor your relick; for unlels a real plenty can be intro- 


duced into the market, it is vain to expect that the. 


prices can become low. The benefit of this mealure 
Las already been feltin ſeveral parts of the kingdom; 
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10. 
and will unavaidably reach us in a liule time ; but 
ours being one of the moſt inland counties, we can- 

not ſo ſoon receive all the advantages of it as thole 
net Aer, near the ports. An unpatience, natu- 
ral to people under any immediate diſtreſs, induces 


them to think, that the relief, which does not come 


in, the moment, will never reach them. Accord- 
ingly 1 do not wonder to hear it aſked, What /kal! 
we be benefited by the importation of corn? The dealers 
well Kill contrive to keep up the price, and ſtarve the 


poor. I ſhould be lorry indeed if this was likely to 


happen ;, but you may depend upon the contrary. 


It is not in their rtf S/n it. Proviſions will 
ric and fall in their price” according to their quan- 


tity, (either from 6ur own crop, or imported from 
foreign parts) as naturally as water huds us level ; 
and though this price, or market value, may be Gif 


turbed for a While by combination, where the 


dealers are too few, yet experience, our ſurelt 
guide, has ſhewn that this cannot be laſting : the 
rik and expence are too great. For if corn is 
kept in large quantities together, it requires to be 
frequently turned and aired, or it will foon be 
ſpoiled: now the expence of doing this, the inte- 
rell of money lying dead, and the riſk of freſh 


unportatipns rendering the market {lil lower whilll - 


the dealer is hoarding up to make it higher, mult 
always prevent the corn from being thus kept up 


to any conſiderable degree. Some indecd have 


formerly attempted this iniquitous meaſure, but 


they 
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che firft planning of the canals, I can from my 


ſenſible of che great benefits which the public 
would receive from theſe wosks, that by the ſame 


11 
they ſuffered ſeverely by it, and will take care how 
aa burn their fingers again. 

Ihe . yſtem of canal 4 which runs 
through this midland part of the country, and 
completes a — vhs by water between the 
four capital ſea ports of this Kingdom, mult be of. 
great ſervice in keepitig proviſions at à leſs price 
than they otherwiſe ws be in a ſituation like 
ours, wheie corn is not grown ſufficient for the 
conſumption : this it does, by conveying corn 
from the ports, or other places where it is plenti- 
ful, 10 thoſe parts where there is a ſcareity, at 
one fourth of the price of land-carriage, beſides 
lefleningthe number of horſes ſo greatly; for upon 
the' canal one horſe will draw as many tons as 
forty can do by land! and each horſe conſumes: 
as much provihons as would maintain ſix men, I 
believe more, but I cannot juſt no find the calcu» - 
lation made upon another octafion: fo-that each 
boat upon the canal, reckoned at one half its bur- 
then only, faves to the public daily the proviſions 
of uwemy horſes, or one hundred and twenty men, 
and this muſt have its good effects, though they 
are not of a nature to ſtrike the common obſerver 
ſo Jorcibly as many others do of much leſs 
importance. 


Thai theſe were ſome of the principal objects i in 


own knowledge aſſure you; and parliament was fo: 


act 


[ f 12 ' 
act in which they gave leave to make them, it was 
declared felony for any one-wilfully to injure or 
deltroy the canals or the works belonging to 
them, * 3% + " vo k | 

I can therefore no otherwiſe account for What 
I have heard was threaten'd on the late occaſion, 
to deſtroy our canal and let out the water, thau from 
tae common frailty of human nature, that when 


the paſlions are uppermolt, a man. {hall take re- 
venge upon objects which have no relation to the 


ſubject in diſpute, and even abuſe his beſt ſricnds af 
they happen to be neareſt to him. Lmay perhaps 
be told, that in the inſtance alluded: to, proviſions 
were carrying o of the country by the canal. and 
not into it. The ſimple fact is, that they were 


paſſing rough it, being the produce of diſtant 


counties, (Nortolk and Suffolk) and were paſſing 
along the canal to Mancheſter, io be fold there 
for che ſupport of a numerous body of ma- 
nufacturers like ourſelves; and they were 

| paſſing 


1 


* Ie words of the Ad are, 


If any perſon or perſons, ſhall wilſully, walicioutly, and to the 


prejudice of the ſaid navigation, break, throw down, damage, or 
deſtroy, any banks or other works to he ereRed or male by virſue 
of tha at, or. do any other wilful hurt ur nuſclücf, to ob- 
ſtruct, hinder, or prevent the carrying on, compleatiug, ſuppoct: 
ing, aud maintaining the faid intended navigation, ſuch per- 
fon or perſons ſhall be adjudged gnilty of Fzroxy; aud every tach 
fclon ſhall be ſuhject and liable ty the like paius and pena ties as in 
caſes of , felony : And the 'cqurt before whom ſuch perſon or per- 
ons ſhafl be'trief aud couvicteck, ſhalt have power to Teixgrgar, 
Nes every luch felon in like manner as otheh felons. 
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paſſing by us, only becauſe corn was / deater” 
there than here, lor otherwiſe we cannot ſuppoſes | 
that the dealer would have carried it forty miles 
further, to fell it at the {ame price he might have 
had with us: and upon a change of circumftinces, 
the next boat of four or corn would, for the ſame 
realvn, have been fold ammg/t ut: but neither 
one nor the other could have come intothis coun- 
try from Tuch diſtant parts by any other than 
water carriage. - Some, I am told, have been wear 
enough to believe themſelves, and to pertuade 
others; that the corn was going to be exported to 
foreign parts, whilſt it was ſo much wanted a- 
mong!t our own poor at home. Now you have 
already been acquainted that our ports are Open- 
ed for the importation of foreign corn, and that 
conſrierable quantities are actually brought to us 
by that meaus. Phe merchants who buy this 
corn at foreigu ' markets, bring it to England by 
a long lea voyage, and many other expences at- 
tend its importation, beſi des which they muſt have 
an allowance for their profits in trade. They 
mult therefore buy it much lower there than they 
can alford to ſell it in London or any other port: 
add to this the expcnces of carriage from ſuch 
port to the inland parts of the kingdom, to our 
on county in pariicular, and we may tairly con- 
clude, that a buſhel of ſoreigu corn, if fold for 
nine ſhilliags here, did not originally colt more 
than hve or & when firſt purchaſed abroad. How 
then 3 a moment be ſuppoſed, that any 
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dealer would ſend corn from hence, where he 7 w 
could {ell it for nine ſhilliugs a buſhel, to the fo- ꝶ a 
reien markets, where after the additional expences 7 hi 

ot ſending it thither it would not be fold for more p 
1 than five or fix. Ihe idea is too ridiculous to need tu 
any Other 1efatation than this plain ſtate of facts; f 
but nothing is too abſurd! to be believed when 


mens paſhons overpower their reaſon. | i 7 
| Add to the foregoing conhderations, that peace Ul 
B being now reſtored, we may expect trade and com- m 


merce will flouriſh anew. We have already expe- 
rienced a very conhiderable increaſe of the demand 
| for our manufacture ; which will enable maſters 
T to give out over-work to their ſervants, and thete- 
by increale their wages, to the beiter fupport of 
them and their ſamilics, 
| After thus mentioning what is doing for you by 
 - Others, if Talk you whether there is not fome- 
ting which you can do for yourſelves. jt muſl occur 
1. to you, that youth is a time in which ſomething 
4 f{hould be ſaved for future contingences; and it 
a married man can muintain-a wife and four or live 
children, with no more than you do or may eam 
who have only yourſelves to provide for, ſureiy ſome 
{mak weekly ſaving may be made, which, I can 
| - promiſe vou. you wilt aſterwards find the comfort 
| of, when yeau marry, and have a houſe to furniſh, 
and ather things to provide 'for a wife and grow- 
ing ſamily. I know — who have tried thiis ex- 
periment. and do nt repent it now; and others | 
__ (would: 10 . d-the numbers were fewer). 
who 
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who by too ſrequenily viliting 


poverty and diſtreſs on. thoſe who. have the misfor- 
tune to depend upon. their ſupport in future life. 


The great number of dealers in pruuiſtuns, will take 


cheaper that; article will be ſold ; becaute every 


dealer conhders all others in the fame proſeſſion as 
rivals, and will naturally endeavour to gan as 
much cuſtom to himfelf as poſſible,. which can no 
otherwile be done, than either by underſelling the 
reſt, by giving longer credit, or by procuring | 
a betler commotity, all which are in ſavor of the | 
buyer. "This is certainly the caſein gencral, and 
I think if you examine any one particular inſtance, - 


begin 


more properly than,with the publicans, who re- 


it will confirm you in this opinion. 
In this examination, we cannot perhaps 


tail aut drink, as the huckſters do meat, to their 


reſpeciive cuſtomers. Let us conlider what would 


be the calc if there was only one publican, inſtcad 


of twenty. or mare, which there arc in {ome of our ; 
villages. He would foon be ſenſible of his impor- 
ne that he was the only vender of liquors in 


your 


public houſes, Wak cs. 
and other places where time and money is waſted, 
have acquired habits in their youth which entail 


What | have to ſay upon the ſecond. complaint, 


up but little of your ume, the cale appearing ia 
me too plain io be cally, miſtaken. The uni- 
verſal opinion of merchants and commercial men, 
formed upon long experience, is, that the more. 

dealers there are in any, particular article, the 
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your diſtrict. and that you muſl come to his houle 
when you mean to indulge in that way: and can 


you think he would be likely to give you flronger 


de, or larger meaſure, or permit you to be longer 


in hit debt, becauſe you were obliged to make 
uſe of his houſe, having no other to go to ?—Sure- 
ly the contrary would be more likely to h appen. 

Aud if your butcher and baker were placed in 
the fame fituaton, without a rival in bufineſs, 
would not the like happen with them? | muſt 
confeſs that I think all three, nay that every re- 
tailer of meat, drink, or clothes, would be more 
likely to raife than' lower the price of the articles 


they deal in, upon diminiſhing their numbeis, 


and thereby deſtroying that competition and rival- 
{hip which is the buyers beſt ſecurity for a plenti- 
ful and reafonable market : and why the huck- 


ſters ſhould be excepted —— why they would not. 


like other (dealers, raile the price of cheir goods 
upon their numbers being leſſened, I own I can- 


not conceive.” There may be ſome citcumſtances 


inthis cafe with which I am unacquainted, and/if 
ſo, 1 would glidly Icaru them: © 

Perbaps it may be thouyht belt thut there mould 
be no huckſters or retailers of proviſions at all, 
but the conſumers [ſhould buy all they want, and 
at all times, from the hands of the farmer only. 
This may ſeem deſirable, and to a certain degree 
ic may, and actually does, take place; but to ex- 
tend this connexion between the farmer and 


the confutner 10 ſuch a length, as to render the te- 
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[ ay. ! a 
:ailer uſele(s to the poor houſekeeper 1 in ſupplying 
his immediate Wants, of giving him a Intle credit 
when neceſſary, is abſolutely impracticable, as 
every one muſt pereeive upon conſidering the ſubs 
ject war ſufficient attention?n as 
Ars, know, made à matter of agplaint that 
theſe: dealers meet the farmets on the road with 
heir butter, their eggs, fowls, &c: and buy them 
up. before they reach the market. 1 is very pro- 
bable they do ſo.— But if this'ls a real grievance? 
do not make it worſe by an illi judged attempt to 
remedy it. — Do not think that diminiſhing the 
number of theſe dealers would cure it: for couſi- 
der, if you had only one dealer inſtead of ten, he 
would probably become ten times as rich. and 
ten times as able to foreſtall the markets, as thoſe 
you now have, and might not content himſelf with 
meeting che farmer's baſkets in the lanes near you, 
where you may do che like if you pleaſe, but 
might go himfelf, or fend his agents, to the ſarm- 
houſes at any diſtance, and thereby injure yon 
much more than the petty dealers now complained | 
of have it in their power to do, OG | 
If the huckſters profits are thought too large, 
let us examine the particular circumilances of a 
number of other trades with which we are ac- 
quainted, and if from thence we can form a rea- 
ſonable conjecture of what their relpective profits 
ought to be, and if we find they are in fact what 
we have from luch circumſtances ſuppoſed them, 
it will throw ſome light upon this matter. . | 
* | In 


the return is 


| becauſe, though his capital is not requiz 


1 48 ] 
In general, the profeſhons or trades which re- 
quire an ex penſive education, or a large capi tal. 
or where the articles they deal in are liable to ſpoil 


or gro out of faſhion, and in which after all, the 


return is {mall ; in theſe proſeſſions the profits up- 
on the ſale mull neceſſarily be high, and fo 
trad. tem to be in the apothecaries, toymen, &c. 

On che other hand, where very liule education is 
required, where even an apprenticeſhip is not ne- 
cellary,, where a ſmall capital is ſuſheient, Where 
the articles are in conſtant and moſt general uſe, 
and in no danger of going out of faſhion, where 
quick, and the articles boughi in with 
little trouble — as readily diſpoſed of again; it 
will appear at firſt fight, that upon a buſineſs ſo 
circumſſanced the profits cannot be large; and 
that if they were ſo at any particular time, the 


interference ol their neighbours Who could ahnoſt 


any of them begin ſuch a buſineſs as this, would 
ſoon regulate and bring them to their proper level. 
Do I need to tell you that this is the caſe with 
the huekllers ꝰ or do I nced to ſay another word 


of the im probability of their injuring you by their 


numbers, when thoſe very numbers are . belt 


ſecurity againſi ſuch injury. 


The buſineſs of a publican may at Gel light ws 


to be an exception to the above general rule; 


ed to be 


great, and the commodities he deals in have a quick 
ſale and do not grow out of faſhion, his protus 
neverthelels mult appear high, if we judge from 
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the price he ſells, them at, compared with the 
quantity of food fold for the ſame money. Com- 
pare a glaſs of brandy, for inſtance, with a twor 
benny loaf; or a gallon of his unwholeſeme 
liquors, - retailed out at the enormous price of 
twelve or fourteen, ſhillings, with a gallon. of milk. 
which is real and nouriſhing food, fold by che 
farmer. for four-pence. But this buſineſs will be 
| found to have very great draw-backs, not com- 
monly attended to, particularly his loſſes by 
unpaid debis from the poverty, ſickneſs, and death 
of his moſt conſtant cultomers, to all which / evils 
they are more liable than other men. The ſup- 
2 bigh profit therefore of this buſineſs i is fal- 
cious; as many have found, 10 their member 
tion or ruin. 
Io return to the dealers i in ana if they 
are found to abuſe the trult repoſed in them, and 
o cheat the poor people by falle weights and mea- 
ſures, or any other means, they ought to be pu- 
niſhed ſeverely. You have it in your power eaſily 
0 detect the impoſition, by weighing after chem; 
and | offer, for one, to take any trouble or ex- 
pence upon my ſelt. in bringing ſuch bafe offenders 
to the molt public juſtice, and examplary punilh- 
ment; and protecting the poor from any injury they 
may apprehend from the, huckiters, to whom the y- 
| Perhaps may be indebted. 


The 
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The other complaint Which has come to my 
er. is, That no relief is given to the hoor by 


their rich e unleſs the former riſe in a a body to 
WONT : 299: 30: e 


It this A is well ſorinded, if the griev- 
ances on account of the high price of proviſions 
have been too great to be ſupported, and the ſuſ- 
ferers have taken proper methods to make their 
caſe} known, and to folicit relief in a quiet, and 
peactable manner from the magiſtrates, or _ 
of ahkir neighbours * who were able to give 3 
and have been refuſed a proper attention to ett 
complaints, I ſhall readily join with them in blam- 
ing the conduct of ſuch magillrates or neighbours 
very much, and am willing to take my own ſhare, 
whatever it may be, of ſuch blame and cenſure; 
for I do not mean in this addreſs to be ati advocate 
enther for them or myſelf in whatever we may have 
done wrong. nor is any thing farther from my 
intentions than to bear hard upon the poor Work- 
mam in this or any other inſtunce: But the fact is, 
chat I have not heard of ſuch application to my 
neighbours; and having had none made to 
myſelf, 1 muſt conclude, All better infotined, thut 
recourſe Was had to violent meaſures at firlt, be- 
fore any legal and proper applications were made 
tor redrels of the grievances complained of. 

But however this may have been (for it will 
avail nothing to enter into a diſpute upon the lub- 
ject at this time) let me nowbeg of you, who are 
approaching to manhood, and who by your lu- 
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ture behaviour mull ſtamp the character of the 
potters of the riſing generation; let me intreat 
vou, as you value your own reputation and hap- 
pineſs, and the welfare of your country, never to 
ha bour a thought of following the fatal example, 


which has been ſet you by men who have ſo great- 


ly miſtaken their own and your real intereſts: 
but when you labour under any real grievances, 
make your caſe known in a peaceable manner, 
to ſome magiſtrate near you, or to your em- 
ployers, who are beſt acquainted with your ſitua- 
uon, and I have not a doubt of your meeting 
in this way with ſpeedy and efleftual redreſs, 
which it would be impoſſible to procure for your- 
ſelves by the meaſures you have lately ſeen purſu- 
ed, or any illegal ones whatever. 

| Before I take my leave, I would requeſt you to 
alk your parents for a deſcription of the country 
we inhabit when they firſt knew it; and they will 
tell you, that the inhabuants bore all the marks of 
poverty to a much greater degree than they do 
now. Their houſes were miſerable huts ; the 
lands poorly cultivated, and yielded little of va- 
lue for the food of man or beaſt, and theſe diſad- 
vantages, with roads almoſt impaſſable, might be 
ſaid io have cut off our part of the country from 
the reſt of the world, belides rendering it not very 
comfortable to ourſelves, Compare this picture, 
which I know to be a true one, with the preſent 
ſlate of the ſame country. The workmen carning 


near double their former wages —their houſes / 


moſtly 
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moſtly new and'comfortable, Ng the lands, roads, 

and every other circumflance hearing evident 
marks oſ the moſt pleaſing and rapid improvements 

From whence, and from what cauſe bas this happy 
change talen place Von wilt be beſoreband 
with me in 'acknowledging a truth too evident to 
be denied by any one. Induſtry has been the parent 
of this happy change —A well directed and long 


continued ſeries of induſtrious exertions, both in 


maſlers and ſervants; has ſo changed, for the better, 
the face ot our , its buildings, lands, roads, 
and notwichſlanding the preſent unfavorable ap- 
pearances,' Þ maſt ſay the manners and deport- 
ment of its inhabitants too, as to attract the no- 
tice and admiration of countries which had ſcarce- 


ly heard of us before; aud ho far theſe improye- 


ments lil be carried by the ſame laudable 
means which have bronght us thus far, has been 
one of the moſt pleaſing contemplations of my life. 

How mortfying then is it to have this fair proſpect 
endangered/by one raſh act! How ill a return is it 
gentlemen who by their proteQtion of, and 
attention · to, the intereſts of this manuſactory, have 
contributed greatly to its advancement.! and more 
eſpetially to the noble perfon, who, as lord lieute- 


nant of the county, 1s particularly intereſted in its 


and good order; and who has on every occaſi - 


on ſtood up the powerful pa tron of our infant trade! | 
If; after che mention by aname which has every. |. 
dn to your. reſpectſul attention, I may faya | 
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chat they will, by their better conduct, make atone- 
ment for this unhappy, this unwiſe, flip of their 
Do. not however miſtake me; for though the 
anxiety, and concern of mind I am under, may 
lead me to expreſs. myſelf-ſtrongly upon this occa - 
ſion, I am far from meaning to ſay, chat a people; 
: who, for an age paſt, have been generally well 
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cvery proper 
ſfſordſhire Potters as the moſt order] 
; nufactusers in the kingdom, —that\this fair and 
well earned character ſhould be rendered ſuſpici- 
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dub affure you of my forrow, who for mare tlran 
twenty years paſt, in public and in private, on 
| repreſented the Sta- 
body of ma- 


on, have 


ous, and my mouth fo ſtopt upon this pleaſing 


ſubject, by the wickedneſs of a few, and the credu- 


lity of many in too eaſily believing and following 
their blind guides into the late miſchiefs. But I 


place my hopes, with ſome good degree of conh- 


dence, in the riſing generation, being perſuaded 


behaved and orderly, ſhall, for a fingle deviation 
from this line of conduct, entirely loſe their cha- 
racter, and be deemed incapable of a return to 


chat courſe of well regulated behaviour which 
had before gained them ſo much reputation. Far 
from ĩt; I am perſuaded that your fathers will ſhew, 
by ſome proper means, that they are recovered 
| irom that unhappy fit of phrenſy, under the influ- - 
ence of which they were hurricd into acts that in 
cheir cooler moments they muſt condemn; and 2 
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the. wagiſtracy, to x hoſe care iht peace amid gdod 
order ol the county is entruſted, can be convinced 
that this is really and truly the caſe, it will be the 
likelieſt means to have the hand o quſlice ſtayed, 
and contented; with. one unfortunate victim, that 
thoſe uphappy perſons whoſe juſt apprehenſions 
have obliged them to leave their homes, may return 
"gap 10 the pen and comſort of their ſamilics. 

Permit me one word n more to aſſure you, that the 
camel wiſhes I feel for your welfare, and the 
peace and good order of our neighbourhood, have 
been my only inducements to addreſs you upon this 
occaſion ; and that, if. in purſuit of theſe o 
jects J have found it neceſſary to blame the conduct 
of thole whom nature binds you to love and reve- 
rence, I have done it with reluctance, as it is far 
more pleaſing for nie 10 beſtow praiſe chan blame 
upon my nn 
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